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honesty, and by their circulation of pamphlets and books
prepared with the same object; while they likewise push
the circulation of the writings and speeches of men who,
whether because they are misled or because, seeing the
light, they yet are willing to sin against" the light, serve
these their masters of great wealth to the cost of the plain
people. The books and pamphlets, the controlled news-
papers, the speeches by public or private men, to which I
refer, are usually and especially in the interest of the
Standard Oil Trust and of certain notorious railroad com-
binations, but they also defend other individuals and cor-
porations of great wealth that have been guilty of wrong-
doing/7

In February the Louisville and Nashville Kailway Com-
pany announced its intention to reduce the wages of its
employees, saying that "the drastic laws inimical to the
interests of the railroads that have in the past year or two
been enacted by Congress and the State Legislatures" were
largely responsible for the reduction. Several other com-
panies announced a similar purpose. On February 18,
1908, the President sent an open letter to the Interstate
Commerce Commission, mentioning these announcements
and requesting the commission to make a thorough investi-
gation of the conditions of the roads and ascertain the real
merits of the case. In his letter he said:

"If the reduction in wages is due to natural causes, the
loss of business being such that the burden should be, and
is, equitably distributed between capitalist and wage-
worker, the public should know it. If it is caused by legis-
lation, the public, and Congress, should know it; and if it
is caused by misconduct in the past financial or other opera-
tions of any railrpad, then everybody should know it, espe-
cially if the excuse of unfriendly legislation is advanced
as a method of covering up past business misconduct by
the railroad managers, or as a justification for failure to
treat fairly the wage-earning employees of the company.

"It is sincerely to be hoped, therefore, that any wage